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men, are ready to, attribute the events of art 


1Sam. 42 24, 25« 


Only fear the Lord, and ſerve bim in truth with all your | 
_ for confi ider bow great things be hath done for 


Bi if ye ſhall ftill do mickedl, ye "A be conſt umed buth 


Je and your King. 


$9 T hath bes well obſerved by ſome, 
that thoſe who look at a diſtance 
up on humane affairs are apt to 
ok that the good or bad ſucceſs 
m depends wholly uponthe 


Wiſdom and Rare of thoſe who managethem, 


others who look nearer into them diſcern 
the many intervening and unforeſeen accidents 
which often alter and diſappoint the Counſets of 


rather ro Chance than Wiſdom : bur thoſe who 
have made tHe —_ ſearch andthe ſtricteſt en 
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A Falt-Sermon Pteached Nov. i; 


quiry, have moſt firmly believed a Divine Provi- 
dence which over-rules all the Counſels and Af- 
fairs of men';,andfomierimes blaſts the moſt pro- 
bable deſigns; lomerimes proſpers-the- moſt -un- 
likely atcemptgy. to lexus fee that though! there be 
many devices "m mens hearts, yet the (ounſel. of the Lord 
tbat a ſtand. We- live Jin; an. age not over 
_ ro admire and take notice of any remarka- 


le inſtances of Divine Providence either in our: | 


reſervation from dangers 6r deliverances out of 


them ; for ſo great is the ſecuriry of ſome men. 
that they are unwilling to apprehend any danger 


rill chey fall into it, and if they eſcape will hard- 
ly Believe they were ever. in it; and ſuch is the 
concernment of others to baffle all evidences. of 


truth wherein their own guilt is involved, that. 


they all agree in robbing God of the honour of 
his Mercy, and ous ſelves of. the comfort of hig 
Prote&tion. But bleſſed. be that God who- hath 
hitherto defeated- all the ſecret , and ſubrile, and 


cruel:defigns of his and our Churches enemies ; 


and hath given us the liberty and opportuni- 
ty of this day to meet together to implore the 
continuance of his favour and mercy towards:us 
in the preſervation of His Majeſties perſon , forig 


-praying for him we pray for our ſelves, fince-ous 
own welfare doth ſo much depend upon His. | 


When we look back upon the Hiſtory, of this 
Church ever fince the Reformation of it, we may ob- 


 ferve. 
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 vefozt theYonfeofiEdiuſions,”- 
ſerve ſuch a wonderful ſeries vf Diyine Providence 
going along with it, that we have the leſs reaſon 
£0: be.: diſconraged with preſent difficulties' or 
diſhearthed' wich the” fears of | future* dangers. 
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Wharuſtrughings. did'it meer with in 'the' Birth 2? ' 


And although it were thereia like Jacob whogook hold 
of. thecheel of: $15 Brother and at laſt® obtained the bleſSimg ; 
yer: thei Komith. party, got the iſtarrlike Eſau, 'and 
came; farth-allired and hairy, "fall of blood and cru- 
elty ; andrhezold Dragon caſt out: of his mouth a Flood 
of Fire to deſtroy our (hurch before it could artain 
rg its fulkgrowth and/marurity. * Bur after it not 
enly-dutvived theſe: flames, but. enjoyed a: firm 


eſtabliſhment under the care and conduct of a. 


wiſe and cautious'overnment , what reſtleſs en- 
deayouts,: whar ſecrer plots, what hortid conſpi- 
xacies; whar'foreign-arrempts; what: domeſtick 


treaſons. were. cartied' on i during” the” Reign of 


Queen Elizabeth? And yet, which is very conffde- 
rable, while ſhe openly and heartily owned' the 
Proteſtant (anſe,” it-pleaſed: God'to Yeliver- her: our 
of all her dangers, and to give her along and*# 
proſperous. Reign, when two of ther Neighbour 
Princes were aflaſinaced fori not! being; zealous 
enough jn the Popiſh (auſerhoughth ey profelſed tO 
gown and maintainit. »And* jt is:but'a very little 


which'Bock King and Kingdom, an & 7 opetheben ” 
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A Fa&-Serzmnan porarhed Nor. 13; 
them our (;burch received from that never to be 
forgotten conſpiracy of rhe Gunpowder Treaſon in 
her Succeflors Reign. May we not then take up 
St. Pauls argument, and ſay , Who hath delivered us 
from ſo great death, and doth deliver, in whom we truſt 
that be will yet deliver us ? ORE. 

Eſpecially if we do not fail in the performance 
of that duty which God expects from:ws inordec 
ro our own preſervation, which isdelivered by $a- 
muel to the people of Iſrael, in the words of the 


Pts ffs 
| Only fear the Lord and ſerve him in truth with all 
your heart, for confider how great things be bath-done for 


you. 


But if they would not hearken to rhis wiſe 
Counſel , but go on in their fins, he tells ther 
what the fatal conſequence: would” be/; not to 
themlſelvesonly, but to their King too, ' ' 
| But if ye ſhall fill do wickedly., ye. ſhall be deſtroys 
&d both ye and your King. © 
Which advice will appear to deſerve our ſeri- 
ous conſideration this day, if we either regard 
(t.) The Perſon who gaye it. (2.) The Occafion 


_ of giviegit. (3.) The matter containedin it. 


| veryableto judge concerning the proper cauſes - 
| of a Naipns Proſpericy and Raine. | The 


1. The Perſon who gave this Counſel to the 


People, Samuel, a Perſon of great Wiſdom, and 
long experience in Government ; and therefore 


had 


People. 


red Gormiens;: 


| had enjoyed : a long and uningerrupted rranquilliry i 


while they followed his directions, They had | 
before been miſerably haraffed by the inroads of | 
the Philiftins, difcomfited in ſeveral bartels,. and 
atlaſtthe Ak of God it ſel taken by their eriemies 
and their leaders deſtroyed, at which ſad news 


 Bli-whohad judged Yred for for years fell backwards and 
e 


ſotnded- his dayes: they were under; the 


ſenſe of their reſent "miſeries Samuel puts them 


imo the moſt hopefu py way | for theic deliverance, 
which was by a Ry Sens; -%s of Relig jon among 
them, by returning to the Lord with in hep hearts, and 
ry + away their ſtrange Gods, and preparing their bearts 
wntd the Lord and xs him only ; and then, ſaith he, 
he will deliver you the h of the Philiftins. The 
miſeries hey fk ph the dangers they feared made 
cheown erve Religion with morechan uſual 
coutage : Then the Children Iſrael did. put away 
Baalim and Aſtaroth, and ſe the Lord t.. - Bur 
beſides this,” Same! ap oints A. publi ck and. To- 
ton Paſt of 41 Tratl pe 
Gather all Tſrael to Mt xpeh, and Fre ay for you. unto 
the Lord. - And they © gathered to $405 to Mizþeh. and 
drew water and poured Bee before Te Lard, and fa ſted” on 


that day, and ſaid there We have ſinned again Lol: 


Mizpeh, a City in the confines of Jul and Bens 


jamin, as Maſius and others obſerve, was the 


where the States of Fae were wonrto be alle m- 


I ttporany great. ang 1 Lanportant 0cca- ”2 


hon 
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Eff] DMhe: 1 <3: ! Help;:that 
they vere 4 Pater ſpill upon hr grpals Rhee Buear- 


neſs of their ſorrow for their fins;,and the floods,of. 


. mankind ſce what influence a General and itrj- 


fare of a Nation, we find'fromy the dayygf. this 


Faſt at Mizpeh the affairs of Iſrael began to turn; for, 


the better? For the Phils. thought, they; had 
an advantage again{t the Jfraclites by this, gehegal: 
mectihg, and hoped to ſurprize them: while they 


F 
S V 


kept their Faſt in Mizpeb,; andmade. ſuch an in- 


4 


|. curfion yon. them, | as pur them. inro..2 greas conn 
is ® Rernation ; and they came.trembling, to-Sejwd, 
'S”. _ Rs " praying -- 


of Iſrael; and the hand'of - the Lord was againſt the Phi- v. 13. 


- fairs with ſo' muth/ wiſdom and-piery, with fo. 


courage and conſtancy , with {o much care and 


hefozecheSuuf#of:Commans, | F 
praying-him thaother: would not" ecaſe"to' ery-unto' v8: 7 
the Dord thin God: falthbragtbat $2 would [ave them ont © 
of the band of the Philiftins. © Samuel prays, the Lord 
hears, Iſrael marchesourt of Mizpeb, purtues the Phi- v. 92 
ltms and ſmnitesithens;; and'Samnuel ſets up a ſtone” 1, 1 
of. remtmbrance, and calls it Eben-Hzer, ſaying Flis - 
therts hath the Lord helped us. Yea from: hence for-"' 
ward did God help them, for it follows, ſo the Phi-/ 
liftines were ſubdued, and they. came no more into-the Coaſt 


I2, 


liſtins all the dayes of Samuel. Never any People had 
greater reaſon to. be pleaſed with a Crovernour 


than they had with Samuel 1 who managed their af- 
much faithfulneſs and. integrity, withſo *much 


induſtry ,, with ſo.,much- [ſucceſs \and © proſpe3 
rity. Bot people-are apr/co ſurfejt upon too wHteh 
ea(e-and plenty, and to grow wanton with abun+ 
dance of peace; they began to be weary-of Sa- 
muels Government, and tecretly to wiſh: for /a. -*: 55 
change. And when mens diſconteits:grow ripe, 
there ſeldom. wants a plauſible occaſion to vent 
them : Samuel.was grown 0id and could not go abour v. 16. 
from year to year in circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, and ; 
Mizpeh,. as he was wont to do, but he fixed at' his ' 59-3 
houſe in Ramah, and placed- his Sons in Beerſheba AY 
theſe not following their Fathers ſteps, wete ſoon. | 
accuſed. of male-adminiſtration, and nothing »v, z.. þ 
would. 


A Fal}- Serryon prettYed Nov. ig 
would now ſatisfic the diſcontented Elders of Tſrarl; 
but Samuel him(clf muſt bedifcharged of his; Go- 


',- Vernment; For they gathered themfelves together and 


came to Samuel in Ramah; and ſaid to him, Behold thog. 
art old, anithy Sons walk not in-thy \wayes ; | this was 
* their pretence, but their defign was: to alter rhe 
Government. Their plenty and proſperity had 
- madethem fond of the Pomp and Grandeur of their 
neighbour Nations, and whatever. it .coft:them, 
they were reſolved tohave.a King ito judge them like 
all the Nations. Sanmet tells them, whar inconve- 
niencies that more abſolute form of Government of the 
neighbour Nations. would bring among them , as 
Foſephus ſhews;all which:figntfied nothing'rothem, 
for it is ſaid, nevertheleſs the people refuſed to obey the 
eooice of Samuel and ſaid, Nay bnt we will have a King over, 
us, that we alſo may belike all the Nations. Irwas not the 
 Monarchical way of Government that was ſo dif- 
pleaſing to God or Samuel; for their Government 
was of that Formalready, God hiraſfelf being their 
King, and appointing ſuch Ficegerents as hethoughe 
fit ro manage their affairs under. him.. So God: an- 
. - ſwered Samuel, They have not rejetted thee, but they have 
 rejefted me, that I ſhould not reign over them, Not, as 
though Kingly Government were incontiftene 
with Gods Sovereignty over his people ; for by 
him Kings Reign, and they are his Miniſters to us for 
220d, andthat Government is the moſt agreeable 


_ .t@hisown; andto the primitive inftitution of Go- 


vein- 


" befoze theHdiſeof Commidns,” | 9 ? 


vernment among men. _ Bur wherein then lay _ 
this great-fin of the ]/raelites in asking a King, when Devt.. 
(Tod himſelf had provided by his Law. that they '7 '+ 
ſhould have a King when they were {etled in their 
own Land? And yet we find the [/raelites at laſt 1 
confeſs, We haye added unto all our fins this evil toask 12. 19.. © 
us a King. Their great fault was, that they were 

ſo imperuous and violent in their deſires , that 

they would not wait for Samuels deceaſe. whom 

God had raiſed up among them, and whoſe Go- 
vernment had been ſo great a bleſling to them); 

and therefore God looked on it as a rejetting bim more 

than Samuel, {ace he had appointed him; and they 

had no reaſon to.lay him afide for his Sons faults, 

but they made uſe of that only as a colowr for their 

own. ſelt- willed humour and affectation of being 

like to. other Nations. However God commands 8. -. 
Sammel to yield torhem'z and he appoints another - 
meeting at Mizpeh for this purpoſe ; where the 10. 17. 
Perſon was choſen by lot; and at his folemn in- | 
auguration at Gilgal, Samuel makes.that ſpeech uns 11: 15: 
to all 7/rael contained in this 12th Chapter ;, wheres 
of the words of the Text are the concluſon ; whioh 
make theſe words the miore conſiderable, 

2. In regard of the Occaſion of them, being 
delivered by Samuel at ſo great a ſolemnity in 
which he delivers up the Government into the hands 
of their King, (1.) With a great proteſtation of his - 
own integrity, withan appealto their own.Con+ 12.3 
7 C ſciences _# 


to A Faſt-Sermon pzeached Nov. 13; 
F. 4 ſciences concerning it, and they freely- give 4 
large teſtimony of it. (2) He upbraids them 
| with their ingratitude towards God time after 
.. time; that they were never contented or pleaſed 
| Fromy. ywith his Laws or the Governours he raiſed up 
_ td amongſt them, and now at laſt upon a. ſudden 
fright concerning Nahaſh the King of Amon, they 
were reſolved they would have a King ; and behold, 
ſaith he,the Lord hath ſet a King over you. (3.)Notwith- 
ſtanding their {in in ſo unſeaſonable a demand,yert 
he tells them they might be happy under his Go- 
vernment if they did fincerely keep totheir eſtabliſh 
ed Reiigion and obey the Laws of God. This he delivers, 
(1.) More Generally, verl. 14,15. If ye will fear the 
Lord and ſerve him., and obey bis rooice, and not rebel 
againſt the. Commandment of the Lord; then ſhall both ye 
and alſo the King that reigneth over you, continue follows 
mg the Lord your God; i. e. God will prote& andde- 
' fend you. But if you will not obey the -voyce of the 
© | Lord, but rebel againſt the Commandment of the Lord, then 
' ſhall the hand of the Lord be againſt you, as it was againſt 

_ ,geur Fathers. Butthis being a marter of the greateſt 
' donſequence to them, whereon the welfare of the 
' Nation did depend, he delivers ir 

| (2) More Emphatically,; after the Thunder and 
| . Rain had affrightned and ſoftned their hearts; and 
# v-18,19. they came praying to Samrel and confeiling their 
| v-20,21- finto him; then Fe counſels them not to fear, if 
| - they didnet forſake God, and for his part, —_— 
WL: they 
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tinue to pray for them, but givethem the beſt ad- 


vice and dire&tions he could : But I will teach you the 


200d and the right way. And then theſe wordsimme- 
diately follow, Only fear the Lord and ſerve bim in 
truth with all your heart,, &c. 

1. Theſe words are moſt conſiderable for the 


Matter contained in them ; which lies in theſe three 


articulars, | 
(i.) The influence which continuance in fin 
hath upon a Kingdoms ruine : but if ye ſhall ſtill do 
wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your King. 


(2.) The beſt means for the welfare and preſer- 


vation of it, viz, maintaining and practiſing the 
true Religion ; Only fear the Lord and ſerve him in truth 
with all your beart. | 
(3-) The great argument and encouragement 
ere given for the doing it ; for conſider how great 
things be bath done for you. 
' Thefirſt of theſe will bethe main ſubje& of my 
preſent Diſcourſe, viz, The influence which continu- 
ancein fin hath, upon a Kingdoms ruine, If we believe 


Moſes and the Prophets,we cannot queſtion the truth 


of this concerning the People of 1ſrael ; for this isthe 


main ſcope and deſign of their do&trine. Moſes aflu- 


red them, that all che ſtrength, and force, and com- 
bination of their enemies ſhould do them no pre- 


judice as long as they.obeyed the Laws of God; but - 26, 
rom v. --* 
3,tO 14, 1 


Cz . Jdelpile 


_ if they would not do his Commandments, bur 


.- 1 


| they haddiſobliged him, he would not only con- V-23: b. 
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A Falt-Dermon pearyed. Nov. 13. 
deſpiſe his, Statutes and abhor his Judgements, all 
the care and. policy they could uſe would not be ' 
able to keep off the moſtdiſmal judgements which 

ever befel a Nation, I will even appoint over you terxor, 

conſumption and the burning Agne ; that ſhall conſume the 

eyes and cauſe ſorrow of heart ; and ye ſhall ſow your ſeed 
in ain, for your enemies ſhall eatit. And I will ſet my 
face againſt you, and you ſhall be- ſlain before your enemies: 
they that hate you ſhall reign over you, and ye ſhall flee 
when none purſueth you. And if you will not. for all. this 
hearken unto me, then will T puniſh you ſeven times more 
for your ſins, ſo he proceeds tothe end of the Chapter, 
{till riſing higher and higher according to the great- 
neſs of their provocations.' And tothe ſame pur- 
pole he ſpeaks throughout Dext.28.promiling great 
Bleſ$ings to their Nation upon obedience, and hor» 
rible Curſes, ſuch as would make ones ears tingle to 

hear them, upon their refraQorinels and diſobedi- 

ence,The Lord ſhall ſend thee curſing coexation and rebuke, 

in all that thou ſetteſt thine hand unto for to do , until thou be 

deftroyed , and untill thou periſh quickly , becauſe of the 

wickedneſs of thy doings, whereby thou haſt forſaken me. 

To the- ſame purpole all the Prophets ſpeak, only 

applying this general doctrine to the circumſtan- 

ces of their own times. Tf ye be willing and obedient., 

ſaith Iſaiah, ye ſhall eat the good of the Land , but if ye re- 

fuſe and rebel, ye ſhallbe deſtroyed with the ſword,the mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken it. When the Prophet Jeremiab 

faw dreadful calamities.coming upon his people, 
RE. X 
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- befoze theHouſe of Commons. - 
he cries out; Thy way and thy doings have procured theſe 
things unto thee, this is thy wickedneſs becauſe it is bitter, 
becauſe it reacheth unto thine heart. Ezekiel tells them 
there was no-hope ta eſcape being deftroyed, but 
by ſpeedy and ſincere Repentance, Repent and turn 
your ſelyes from: all your tranſgreſſions, ſo iniquity ſhall 
not be-your Ruine. 

But here a material queſtion may be 2sked, 
whether this connexion berween their doing wicked: 
ly-and being conſumed were not by vertue of that Po- 
licical Covenant between» God and the people of 
I/rael which was peculiar to themſelves? andhow 
far it may be juſt and reafonable to argue'concern- 
1ng the calc of other Nations, with whom God hath 
entred into-no-{uch (ovenant, as he did with them? 

To make this clear, and to bring it nearer to 
our own caſe, I ſhall proceed inthis method. - 

'- 1. To ſhew, that God doth: exerciſe a particular 
providence with reſpect to the ſtate and condition of 
Kingdoms and Nations. | 

2. That according to the uſual method of Providence 
their conditign is better.or worſe as'the People are. 
- -tþ That Te are ſome circumſtances of inning, 
which do very much portend and haſten a Proptes 
ruine. '- © + — 

1. That God doth exerciſe a particular providince 
with a reipeC&to the ſtate and condition of Nations,, 
4.e. a3 they are united into [everal and diſtin bo- 


dies, which are capable as ſuch of being happy 


14 A Fali-Derwon PRAcuea Nev: 13. 
| or miſerable. For fince mankinds entring into 
ſociety is both neceflary and advantageous to them , 
and God doth not barely permit and approve, bur 
diſpole and incline men to it; and hath given them 
Laws co govern themſelves by, with reſpett to /0- 
| Ciety, itis bur reaſonable to {uppole that God ſhould 
call men to an account in that capacity ; and to 
diſtribute rewards and puniſhments according to 
the nature of their ations : which muſt eithier be 
_ done in this world, or it cannot be done art all ; for 
all thoſe bonds are diſſolved by death, and men 
ſhall not anſwer for their ſins by Kmgdoms and 
Nations in another world, but every man ſhall - 
give account of bimſelf unto God, Either theres 
fore thoſe ſocieties as ſuch ſhall go wholly unpu- 
niſhed, or they muſt ſuffer according to them in 
thisworld , and therefore here the caſe is very dif- 
ferent from that of particular Perſons. We ſay, 
and with a greatdealof Reaſon, thatit is no diſ- 
paragement to the Juſtice of Gods Providence for + 
good men to ſuffer, or for wicked men to. eſcape 
puniſhment in this Life, becauſe bY great day 
of recompence is tocome, whereinthere will be 
a Revelation of the Righteous judgement of God : But 
that will not hold as to Nations, who ſhall not 
ſuffer in communities then as they have ſinned 
here: and therefore it is more reaſonable to ſup- 
pole the rewards and puniſhments of ſuch ſhall 
be in this life according to the meaſure and pro- 
| portion 


befoze the Houle of Commons, r5 

pertion of their fins. Andof this we have ſufhi-' 
ent evidence in Scripture, upon theſe accounts. 

(1.) Becauſe ir charges guilt upon Nations as 
well as upon particular Perſons. Asinthe caſe of 
uncertain murder, If one be found'ſlainin the Land, which Peut: 
the Lord thy God giveth thee to' poſſeſs it, lying in the field, ©" © 
and it be not known who bath ſlam him: the Elders of »v. 7: 
the next City were not only to proteſttheir own in- 
nocency; but rouſe this prayer, By merciful V0 Lord, v-8- 
rnto thy people Tſrael, whom thou haſt redeemed, and lay 
not innocent blood unto thy people of Iſraels charge. And v-9- 
the blood ſhall be forgiven them, ſo ſhalt thou put away 
the guilt of innocent blood from among you. , Here welee 
cheguilt of innocent blood goes farther than the 
bare ſhedders of it, itlyes upon the Nation till it 
be expiated, and the Jews ſay, the ſoul of aper- 
ſon imocently murdered hovers up and down.che | 
Earth crying for vengeance, tillthe guilty perſons 
be found out and puniſhed, and then it aſcends = 
aboveto its Saad reſt, The guilt of innocent 
blood-is indeed acryingſin, it;cryes loud'unts : 
Heaven tor vengeance, and nothing ſtops its voice -* 
* but the execution of ic. And where that is not. 
done, it leaves aguilt upon the Land, for God himſelf ' 
hath ſaid ir, Blood defileth the: Land ; andthe .land cax- -Numbs | 
not be cleanſed of the blaod that is ſhed therein, but by the 33% © 
blood of himthat ſhedit. This fin we ſee, is of ſuch | 
a malignant nature thatit infects the Land where 
it's committed, and lyes upon it till icbeexpiared. 


But | | | ai 
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But there are other fins which contraft a National 
guilt, when the Authority of a Nation, either gives too 
much countenance and encouragement 0 the pra- 
| Qtice of them, or does not take that care it ought 
to doto ſuppreſs and puniſh them. When men 
daily and inlolently break the Laws of God,. and 
bid as it were defiance both to them and to the 
Laws of men; when wickednels ſpreads like a 
leprofie, and infects the whole body ; when vices 
become ſo notorious that they are a reproach and 
a by-word to Neighbour Nations ; theſe are the 
ſigns and tokens of Nationalguile. | 
(2.) Becauſe the Scripture telis us of a certain 
Meaſure to which the ſins of a Nation do riſe be- 
fore they are ripe for puniſhment. This was the 
reaſon given s. Abrabams Children muſt ſtay to 
the fourth Generatign before they come to the poſs 
| Gen. 15. {efſion of the promiſed Land, for the iniquity of the 
26, Amorites is not yet full. - Where it is plain that God 
doth conſider Nations as diſtin&t bodies, the mea- 
ſure of whoſe fins is taken after another manner - 
than that of particular perſons; byt when-once 
that meaſure 1s compleated, ruine and deſtruRion 
is unavoidable , or ar leaſt, ſome ſhgnal and extra- 
ordinary judgements falling upon them as the pu- 
niſhmenr of their iniquities. Men my as why 
the Canaanites in Joſhua's time were dealt with ſo 
ſeverely, that nothing but utter extirpation would 
farisfiethe Juſtice of God againſtthem'? Bur, God | 
. Ke prevents | 
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preventsthat objection, by letting Abraham know 
how much patience and torig-baltering he uſed 
rowards them ; waiting till the fourth Generation ; 
and when their iniquities ſtill increaſed, and every 
Age added to the Guilt of the foregoing, the bur- 
den grew too heavy forthem to bear ir any longer, 
and therefore they mult ſink under the weight of it. 
So our Saviour faith tothe Jews in his time, Full 
ye up then the meaſure of your Fathers. Not as though 
(Tod did puniſh any Age beyond the deſert of its 
own fins ; but when the meaſure of*their fins is 
filled up, God doth no longer forbear to puniſh 
them; and that ſeldom happens, but when the ſins 
of that time do exceed thoſe of the foregoing Ge: 
nerations ; as it was in the caſe of the ÞÞ; when 
their City and Temple were deſtroyed. | 

(3-) Becaule it attributes the great Revolutions 
of Government to a particular Providence of God, God 


Wd 


Matth. 
23. 32» 


#5 the Judge, or the ſupreme Arbitratour of the af-. 


fairgof the world, be pulleth down one and-ſetteth up 
another. Which holds with reſpe& to Nations as 
well as particular perſons. Which doth not 
found any right of Dominion, ( as ſome fancied 
till the argument from Providence was returned 
with'greater force upon themſelves ) bur it ſhews 
| that when God pleaſesto makes uſe of Perſons or 
Nations as the Scourges in his hand to try a People 


with, he. gives them ſucceſs above their hopes or 


expectations, bur that ſucceſs gives them no right. 
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And of this the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks when he adds, For in 
the hand of #he Lord there is a Cup and the Wine is red ; 
it is full of mixture, and ke pouretb out of the ſame ; but 
the dregs thereof all the wicked of the earth ſhall wring them 
outs and drink them. Ir is called by Tjaiab, the Cup of 
Fury, and the Cup of Trembling, which God gives to 
N:tions deſtined ro ruine: which makes them like 
people intoxicated and deprived of that apprehen- 
tion of danger, of that judgement and con{1deraci- 
on to pievent it, which art other times they have. 
When a Nation is near ſome dreadful calamity, as a 
juſt puniſhment of its ſins, God takes away the 


wiſdom of the Wiſe, and the underſtanding of the 


Prudent, and the reſolution of the men of cou- : 
rage, that they all ſtand amazed and confounded, 
not knowing how to give or take advice , but they 
are full of fears,and rather apt to quarrel] with one 
another than to conſult the general good. This 
was juſt the ſtate of Egypt when God did purpoſe to 


execute his Juſtice upon it. 


(1.) Firſt , their courage failed them, 4nd the 
heart of Foypt ſhall melt in the midſt of it ; and the ſpirit 
of Egypt ſhall fail in the midſt thereof. In that day ſhall 
Egypt be like unto women ; and it fhall be afraid and fear, 
becauſe of the fhaking of the hand of the Lord of Hoſts, 
which he ſhaketh over it. It 1s a very ill ſign when 
men want the ſpirit and vigour they were wont to 
have; whenthey are daunted at the apprehenſign 
of every danger, and rather meanly ſeck je ſave 

| LNMm- 


- (7 
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themiclves by baſe arts and ſordid compliances, 
than to promote the common welfare. Ir is folly 
and ſtupidity not to apprehend danger when there 
is caule forit, and to take the beſt care to prevent 


© 1t; butitisa fatal ſymptom upon a Nation when 
_ their hearts fail them for fear, thatthey darenotdo 


the duty which they owe to God, to their King, and 


to their (,ountrey. God forbid that any ſhould ex- 


ceed the bounds of their duty to prevent their fears, 
bus when men want reloJution to do that, they are 
ina loſt condition. 
(2) Their ( ounſels were divided and infatuated : 
And I will ſet the Egyptians. againſt the Egyptians. The y. 2. 
Princes of Zoan are Fools, the Counſel of the Wiſe Coun 11. 
ſellors of Pharaoh is become bruitiſh , they have alſo ſedus 13. 
ced Egypt, even they that are the ſtay of the Tribes thereof. 
The Lord hath mingled a perverſe ſpirit in the midſt thereof, "+ 
and they have cauſed Egypt to err in every work thereof, asa 
reeling man ſtag gereth m his Vomit, i. e. they know not 
what to fix upon, all their Counſels being ſo nn- 
certain, and the beſt taking no effe&. Bur after all 
their conſultations, they advance not one ſtep for- - 
ward, but fall back juſt ro the ſamecaſe they were 
in before.; every one blaming another for want of 
ſucceſs m their defigns. This is the deplorable 
ſtate of aPeople when ruine anddeſolation is near . 
them. | 
"But on the other fide, when God raiſes up.a Nation : 
to be a Scourge to other Nations, he inſpires them' 
| D 2 with 
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with a new ſpirit and courage, unites their coun- 
{els, removes their difficulties or carries them eafi- 
ly through them, and by a concurrence of ſome 
- happy circumſtances gives them flrange ſuccefs 
beyond all their hopes and expeRations. Look 
over all che mighty Revolutions which have hap- 
ned in the Kingdoms and Empires of the World, and. 
the more ye ſearch and conſider and compare 
things together, the greater truth you will find in 
this obſervation. When God defigned to puniſh 
the Eaſtern Nations for their tranſgreſſions, then the 
Babylonian Monarchy roſe ſo faſt and ſpread fo far, 
q that nothing was able to ſtand before ir. The 
[{ Je.27.3. combinations of the Kings of Judah, and Fdom, and 
| Moab, and [yre, and Sidon, and Zgypt were but like 
the Withes which the Philiſtins bound Sampſon with, 
At which he brake in. ſunder as athred of Tow us broken when 
iff Ju. 16.9. it toucheth the fire. Judah drinks firſt of the (up, and- 
{  ſherrembles and falls, and is carried into capti- 
Wl 1-25: vity; then follow, as.God had forerold by his Pro- 
[ phets, the deſolations of Tyre, of Egypt, of Put and 
| Ez 24. Lud, i.e. of Libya and Zthiopia., and art laſt the Cup 
= % 2p ? 
= 30.5. afles round, and Ninivehs turn comes to drink 
of Nah. 3, yorp of this Cup of Fury, and ſhe was laid watte 
| Zo. 2, for returning to herſins after Repenrance. 
23 And when the ſins of Babylon called for venge- 
ance, God raiſed up Grws, and called him by his. 
i 1 45- 2, Name, long before. he was born, and: brought the 
3 fierce-Nations of .the Eaſt to ſubmir chemale —m ro. 
{5 im: 


before the Houſe-of Commons, 
him: and when Babylon was moſt ſecure, full of 
Wine andollity at an anniverſaryfeaſt,he ledCyrns 
into the (uy by a way they dreamed not of,and all 


the plagues which the Prophets had foretold,.came . 


upon that people when they leaſt expe&&ed them.lt 
was not the Courage and Spirit of Alexander with his 
Macedonian Army could have made ſuch fudden and 
eaſie conqueſts of the Faſt ; if God by his Provi- 
dence had not ſtrangely made way for his ſucceſs 
by infatuating the (ownfels of Darius, ſoas to give 
him thoſe advantages againſt himſelt he could ne- 
ver have hoped for. There i1sne luch mighty diffe- 


rence.in the wits and contrivances of men ;no fuch 


great advantages in military power and conduct, 


no ſuch wonderful diſproportion inthe courage,or 
wiſdom, or educations of men, but whenGod hath 


pleaſed to ler looſethe moſt rude, and barbarons ,/ 


and unexperienced Nationsin matters of War, up. 
on the mpſt flouriſhing Kingdoms, the moſt diſci- 
plin'd Armies, the moſt fortified Cities, they have 
in ſpite of all oppoſition over-run, overcome, 
and overthrown them. Who could have thought 
that the cowardly Goths (as they were then cſteem- 


ed)che barbarous /andals,and the deſpicable Funns, 


could have made (ſuch havock and deyaftations in 
the Roman Empire, that in fifty years time, more 


of it was loſt and deſtroyed by their means, than 
had been gained in a thouſand ? It would make 
ones heart bleed to read the miſeries which alt 
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the partsof the Roman Empire {uffered, where theſe 
Barbarians-prevailed ; and yet they were deſpiſed 
and reproached by the Grave and Wiſe Romans ar 
the {ame time when they were Conquered and 
Salvicmn. deſtroyed by them ; as Salvian who lived then, at 
de C9. Jarge relates. Bur the beſt and wiſeſt men could 
Dez. l. 7. | : 

?** Not but ſeean extraordinary hand of-God going 
along with them ; and one of their greatett Ges 
xerals found himſelf carryed on by ſuch a mighty 
impulſe, and met with ſuch an unaccountable _ 
{uccels in all his undertakings, that he called him- 
telt Flagellum Dei, T he Scourge in Gods hand to cha- 
ſtile the. wickedneſs and follies of men that called 
themſelves (Chriſtians, and did not live like ſuch. 

| Dipatin Machiavel hiraſelf takes notice of ſo ſtrange a dif- 
<9, ference in the Condudt and lucceſs of the Romans 
at different times, that he ſaith, they could hardly be 
imagined to be the ſamePeople;and after all his attempts 

to find out other cauſes, he ar laſt is forced to 

_ conclude that there is a ſuperiour cauſe to the Coun- 

ſels of men which governs the affairs of mankind, 

which he calls Fate, and we much better, the Pro. 

H.7orda- vidence of God. Some learned Phyſicians are of opi- 
com —_ nion that when diſeaſes are not curable by com- 
| Zorbic fs mon remedies, there is in them = 04, ſomething 
dvinm. divine, and therefore in ſuch caſes Divme Remedies 
Epift.20, are the moſt proper and effectual : thus in the 
alterations of States.and Kingdoms, there is often a 

s ©, a more than ordinary hand of God, in _ 
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caſes the beſt means we can ufe to prevent dan- 
geris by Faſting and Prayer, by true repentance and 
ipecdy Reformation of our evil wayes. - 

: (4-) Becaule the Scripture ftill leaves hopes 

of Mercy to 2 People where they have a heart to 
repent. I do not find by any declaration of Gods 
Will in Scripture, that he hath made any ſuch 
peremptory decree concerning the Tuine of a Na- 
tion, but upon their repentance there is a way left 

to eſcape it ; but rather the contrary in thoſe 
words of feremiah, At what inſtant T ſhall {peak cone Jer. 18. 
cerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up ” _ 
and to pull down and to deſtroy it : Tf that Nation againſt 
whom 1 have pronounced, turn from their eyil, I will res 

pent of the evil which I thought to do unto them. And 
therefore all threatnings of that kind are conditi- 
onal as this in the Text is, Gut if ye ſhall ſtill do 
wickedly : which implyes that if they did ceaſe to | 
do ſo, they might be prelerved, both they and 
their King, And where repentance hath inter- 

_ vened between the threatning and execution of 
judgement, God hath ſhewed wonderful kindneſs 
either in ſtopping, removing, or deferring the ſe- 
verity of judgements. | 
1. In ftopping his hand when it hath beenlifted up, 

And juſt ready to ſtrike. We can defire no clearer 
inſtance in that caſe than that of Nimiveh , a vaſt Jonah 
City ( or rather a Countrey incloſed in Walls.) * * 
4ull of all the delights of 4fia, and of the fins 

; which. . 
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which uſually attend them ; to this City Crod 
lends a Prophet to let them know how near 
they were to deſtruction, that they bad but forty 
dyes time to turn themlelves in. This was a. 
{trange and unexpected alarm to them, given by 
a ftrange Propher atter a peremptory mapner to 
a people unacquainted with {ſuch meſſages. How 


many objections would the Infidels and Scepticks 


of our Age have made againſt ſuch a Meſlage as 
this? They would rather have concluded the Pro- 
phet Mad, than have been per{waded to repent 
by him. Yet ſo great was the apprehenſion they 
had of the juſt deſert of their fins, that the People 
of Nieveh believed God and proclaimed a Faſt, and put 
on Sackcloth, from the greateſt of them even to the leaſt + 
and they cryed mightily to God, and turned from their 
evil wazes : And what then? Would God difparage 
the reputation of his Prophet, and alter. the ſen- 
rence fie had {ent him ſo far to denounce againſt 
them? Whar hopes had hegiven them of mercy 
if they repented ? Ir appears they had _ 
but general preſumptions, Who can tell, if God wi 
turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger that 
we periſh not ? Yet ſincere repentance being per- 
formed uponno greater aſſurance than this, pre- 
vailed ſo with God, that he repented of the evi that be 
ſaid be would do unto them, and he did it not. O the 
depth of the riches both of the Wiſdom and Good- 
meſs of God ! His Wiſdom in leading them to re- 
PeENntance g 
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pentance ; his Goodneſs in for bearing to puniſh af- 
ter ſo great.provocations. What encouragement 
doth God hereby give to othersto repent, when 
Niniveh was reſcued from the very brink of deſtru- 
Qiion by it? | | ors 
2. In removing his hand when it hath ſtruck. 
When Davids vanity tranſported him fo far, thar 
without any neceſſity he would know the Number 
of his People ; his beart did miſgive him as foon as 
he haddone it, and he confeſſed be had ſinned greatly in 
it ; notwithſtanding this God ſends.a plague among 
the People, which touched David to the quick, as 
a tender Father is moſt {enfibly puniſhed in the loſs 
of his (hildren; and thenhbe cryed, Lo have fanned, and 
I have done wickedly , but theſe Sheep what have they done 3 
And whenthe .tngel had ſtretched out his hand upon Je | 
xuſalem to deſtroy it, the Lord repented bim of the evil, and 
faid to the Angel It is enough, ſtav now thy hand. - Be- 
hold therefore the goodneſs and ſeverity of God, on 
them which fell /everity, but towards Jeruſalem 
goodneſs. His ſeverity was intended to-make_ peo-+ 
ple avoid a vain confidence in their own ſtrength 
and numbers , his goodneſs to letthem ſee how ready 
he is to draw back his hand when men truly re- 
ent. 6 | 
3. In putting by the ſtroke for the preſent, or de- 
ferring the execution of his wrath. No King of 
Ifrael provoked God more than Ahab, for it is {aid 
of him, that be did evil in the ſight of the Lord above all 
E | that 
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_ that were beſore him; and that he ſold himſelf to work 


wickedneſs in the ſight of the Lord. At laſtthe Propher 
Elijah meets him in Naboths Vineyard'which he had 
juſt raken poſſeſſion of by fraud and violence; 
when Ahab ſaw {uch an unwelcome Queſt in thar 
place, his guilt made him ready.to ſtart back, and 
ro ſay, Haſt thou found me, O mineenemy? The Pro- 
phet having this fair opportunity followed the 
blow he had given him ſo home, that Ahab was 
not able to ftand before him : for it is ſaid, that 
when Ahab heard the terrible judgements God de- 
nounced againſt. him for his ſins, he rent his clothes, 
and put ſackcloth upon his fleſh and faſted, and in good | 

earneſt humbled himſelf before God, For fo God himſelf - 
owns that he did.I do not ſay he continued good af- 
ter this; but he now heartily repented for the time; 
and for the-time of repentance God inlarged his 


time of forbearance. Becayſe, ht humbleth himſelf 


| before me, 1 will not bring the evil in bis days. Even a 


ſhort repentance, when fincere, gains time, by a 
reprieve from puniſhment. When the fins of a Na- 


 tonaregrown to a great height, and: become ripe 


for vengeance, the beſt Princes can obtain nomore 
than not ſeeing the evil in their own-days, as inthe caſe 
of Joſiah who was an excellent Prince, and atrue 
lover of God and his Law, yet the people continued 
ſo hardned in their fins, though under ſome ſhew 
of Reformation ; that the Propheteſs told him ; behold 
T will bring evil upon this place, and upon the Inhabitants 

| thereof, 
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inte Bug becauſe his beart was tender, and: he 


bumbled himſelf before the Lord, he obtained that fa- 
your, that his eyes ſhouJd not ſee the evil which he would 
bring upon them, If the People had been as good as 
Joftab was, there is no queſtion, but even then'God 
would have repented of the evil; . but where there 
was {uch an obſtinate impenitency, that. neither 
Gods Laws, nor the Prophets threatnings, nor the 
Princes example could prevail upon them, all chat 
his humiliation could obtain, was only a putting 
it off for his own time; and we have reaſon to 
think that their] ſins did .haſten; his: end. tao; as 
ſometimes the ſs of a people make the beſt of 
Princes to be taken away from them: and. when 
the ten Tribes were carried captiye, . their King 
Hoſhea is 1aid, not to bave done evil as the: Kings of - Iſra- 
el that were before bim. And to Judahattet Joſtas his 
death, God punctually made.good this threarni 
inthe Text, But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall 
be conſumed both ye and your Kyng. g bn$ ; 736 
LI. The ſecond particular is, That according 
to the uſual method of Providence the ſtate or con- 


27, 7 
19. 


23. 


2 King, 
17. 2 


dition of a People is better or worſe according to 


| the general nature of their Afions. If they be 


good and vertuous, careful to pleaſe God, juſt, ſo- 
ber, chaſt, merciful , diligent obſervers of Gods 
Laws, and their own, and dealing with other Na- 
tions according to the Laws of Nations, they will 
live in a much more flouriſhing and happy condi- 

E 2 tion ; 
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i tion; than a Nation cando where Atheiſm, Pro-. 
faneneſs, and all forts of Wickedne(s abound:: 
which | ſhall prove two ways, 
(1.) Abſolutely, fromthe tendency of Religion 
t and Vertue to promote the Honour, the Peace, 
the Courage and ſafety of a People. 

( 2. ) Comparatively, that Nations are more or 
leſs happy according totheir vertues and vices, 

(1.) 4b/olutely,and that will appear, (1.) From-the 
tendency of true Goodneſs and Picty to promote 
a Nations. Hinour and Intereſt abroad. And noman 
is ignorant how much Reputation brings of real ad- 
vantage to a Nation ; and that a Peopls deſpiſed 
are next to a. People enſlaved; and that it is impoſ- 
fiblero hold up honour and eſteem in the- world, 

wherethe reputation of. Vertue is loſt. 

(2. ) From its. tendency to maintain prace and 
tranquillity at home, preventing private quarrels, 
by juſtice, and honeſty, and'temperance, and cha- 
ftity ; and publick difturbances = avoiding idle- 

neſs, and debauchery, and bad principles, which. 
are the great nurſeries of Rebellion . and teach- 
ing men quietneſs, patience, due government of 
themſelves, and obedience: not- only for wrath, but 
alſo for Conſcience ſake. Whereas looſe princi- 
ples, and bad pradtiſes, and extravagant. defires 
- naturally diſpole men. to endeavour changes and 
. alterations, in hopes of bettering / themſelves by 
them; and the: preyalcncy. of Vice. doth. un- 
| : | 9 hinge. 
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<. |* hinge Government, and weaken the ſtrength and = 
finews of it. | 


(3. ) From the keeping up the ſpirits, and ſe- 


\ curing the ſafety of men. A good Conſcience 

L makes a man dare to do his duty ; but the ſinners mn 1C33.14. | 
Zion are afraid, fearfulneſs hath ſurpriſed the Hypocrites. 

4 Theſe were men, ſaith Grotius, who carried a fair 


ſhew for the preſent, bur were inwardly prepared, 
: if the King of Babylon got the better, to. be of his 
: Religion, whatever it was. Such men who are 
1 falſe ro God, and really of no Religion ar all, are 
- full of thoughts and fears, not knowing what 
| may happen; they dare not own what they 
- would be, for fear it rume them. at preſent; and 
they dare not appear too much for = they ſeem | 
 toown, forfear of what may come hereafter. If | king. | 
i the Lord be God, {aith Elqah , then follow him ; but if 18. 21+ 
L Baal, then follow him - No, fay ſuch men, if they 
, durſt ſpeak their thoughts, we defire to be excuſed 
'ar preſent , we find there is a contelt between 


\ them, and we do not yet know which will ger the 
better,when we ſee thar,you ſhall know ourminds. 
F As Afinius Pollio told Auguſtus in his Wars with An» | 
f tony he was refolved to be preda viftoris; he would 


be of the Conquerors ſide. Bur men thar are ſin- 

; cere in any Religion, do hate and abhor ſuch hy- 

| pocritical Difſemblers, and deſpiſe and ſpue tlhiem: 

| out for their nauſeous lukewarmneſs, and as men. ' 
indeed of ng Religion or Conſcience, bur for what 

I © ſerves: 


an 
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ſerves totheir preſent ends. But obſerve in what 
a lofty ſtrain the Propher lets forth the ſecurity 
and confidence which follows integrity. He that 
walketh righteouſly and ſpeaketh uprightly, he that deſpis 
ſeth the gain of oppreſſions, that ſhaketh his hands from 
holding bribes, that ſtoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, 
and ſtoppeth his eyes from ſeeing evil. He ball dwell 
on high, bis place of defence ſhall be the munition'ef rocks, 
bread ſhall be given hm, bis waters ſhall be ſure. Theſe 
were very critical and doubtful times which the 
Prophet ſpeaks of, and. many were ſecretly for 
complying with the King of 4ſſyria, as believing 
.t as 1mpoilible to withſtand his force, as to. dwell 
with everlaſting burnings ; the Prophet is fo far from 
granting this, that he tells them all their ſecurity 
lay in being juſt and honeſt, anddoing their duty, 
and then they would be as ſafe, as if they had con- 
ſtant proviſion among the moſt inacceſſible 
Rocks. Iris obſervable concerning the Tſraelites, 
that when they went about to: {ſecure themlelves 
by ſubtile devices and contrivances of their own, 
making leagues and confederacies with. the King 
of Egypt and other neighbour Princes, ſo often they 
were foiled, and baffled, and overcome by their 
enemies ; but when they put their truſt in God, and 
committed themſelvesto his prote&tion, he pre- 
{ſervedand delivered them from the greateſt dan- 
gers. I will notdeny. that there was ſomething 
. peculiar in their caſe, having the Prophets direi- 


ONns ; 


befoze the Houſe of Commons, 8: 


ons; andto truſt mans wiſdom againſt Gods was 
madneſs and folly in them. But ſetting that aſide, 
as there is no {ecurity like to Gods protection, ſo 
there isno reaſon tothink that will be wanting to 
them who do their duty {incerely and put their 
truſt in him. | 
(2. } (omparatively , If we do compare ſeveral 
Nations together, we ſhall find thoſe to flouriſh 
moſt, and to be the moſt happy where gnen do 
moſt fear God and work righteouſneſs ; where piery 
and vertue have the greateſt countenance and in- 
couragement ; and where vice and wickedneſs are 
the moſt diſcouraged and puniſhed. 
This may ſeem a Paradox at firſt hearing to 
thoſe who conſider by what ways of fraud and 
. violence, of injuſtice and cruelty, of rapine and 
oppreſſion, the great and mighty Empires of the 
world have been raiſed and maintained; and 
how little regard is ſhewed to any rules of Ho- 
neſty, Juftice, or the Laws of Nations in thoſe 
Kingdoms arſd States which reſolve to be great, 
and in ſpight of other Nations to maintain their 
Greatneſs. | | 
+ Yet notwithſtanding this plauſible objeQion, 
the truth of my aſſertion will appear, if we un- 
derſtand it as we ought to do with thete follow- 
Ing Cautions. | 
1. That itisnorto be underſtood. of the large- T2 
neſs of dominion ,- or ſuperfluity of —_ " 
. ©. but y a 
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but of the true happineſs of living in ſociety to- 
gether, which is by promoting the real 29d of 

all. To which the vaſtneſs of Empire, and im- 
menſity of riches is by no meansneceſſary, but a 
ſufficiency both of ſtrength and treaſure to defend 

it ſelf in caſe of foreign enemies, and to provide 

for the neceſſities and conveniencies of all the 

If! Aritg, Members of it. Thoſe who have beſt conſfider- 
[| . 72:4 ed theſe things, ſuppoſe that to be the moſt exact 
and perfect [dea of Government, where all things 
areina certain meaſure, and have, a proportien- - 
to each other {o as moſt conduces to the true end 
of living; not to riot and luxury, not to ſoftneſs 
and cffeminacy, not to prige and ambition, not to 
the heaping up of riches without uſeand reſpe& to 
a general good, but ſo as all menmay according 
ro their conditions and circumſtances enjoy what 
they haye, or pw wh with the greateſt comfort 
ro themſelves and their friends, and do the moſt | 
generous and vertuous actions. | | 
2. That this is not to be underſtood of the pri- 
vate benefit of any particulatperſons, but of the 
general good of all ſorts and conditions of men. 
The Eaſtern Monarchies have ſeemed to be the 
moſt happy and flouriſhing to thoſe who lock at 
a diſtance upon them, and only obſerve the Pomp 
and Grandeur of their Princes, without leoking into 
Pure.1.,, the State and Condition of the People. Ariftotle ob- 

1.3 | ; : p 

e. 14 lerves, that the Eaſtern people had more wit and ſaver 
| wit 
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Fate, For when God hath been highly provoked 
F | 
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with it, the Northern had leſs quitkneſs* and more liberty, 
tie Greeks lying berwcen both bad their ſhare in both. "Bur 
the Eaſtern flavery hath brought Barbariſm into 
Greece 1c (elf; and the Northern Liberty hath ſo im- 
proved the wits, and given ſuch encouragement 


rothe induſtry of men, that our people at this 


day enjoy more benchit by the riches of the Eft, 
than thole do among whom they grow. Can we 
call them a happy people that lee much riches 
and enjoy none; having nothing which they can 


. call their own, unleſs it be their{lavery ? That is 


certainly the happieſt condirion of a people, 
where the Prince firs upon the Throne of Majeſty 


and--Power , doing' righteouſneſs and ſhewing 
kindneſs, and the people fit every man under hu Vine, 


and under bis Fig-tree, eryoying the fruits of hisown 


Jabours, or his Anceſtors bounty : Where the 


People thiinkir their intereſt ro ſupport and obey 
their Prince; and the Prince thinks it his intereſt 


_ *to protect and defend his peo Happy 1s the Peoz 


ple that is in ſuch a caſe , bur above all, happy is that 
People whoſe God is te Lord. For withourthis Bleſ- 
ſing, the beſt Government, the beſt Laws, the beſt 


Miniſters can never preſerve a Nations happinels'; 


.and thereisno reaſon to expect his Blefling, butin 
.the wayes of Piety and Vertne. © - = 
3. Tharit is not to be underſtood of ſudden 


and ſurprizing events, but of a laſting and continued 
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to puniſh ſeveral Nations for their fins; he ma 


give unexpected ſucceſs to that Nation by whom | 


he defigns to puniſh the reſt, and whenthey have 
done that work, they may then ſuffer more ſmart- 
ly for their own iniquities. Of this we have are- 
markable inſtance in Scripture ; God deſigned to 
puniſh the Kingdoms of the earth for their ſins, to 


' this purpoſe he raiſeth up Nebuchadnezar King «f 


Babylon, whom he therefore calls his Seryant; and 
the firſt example of his ſeverity was his own People, 


- When this was done, then follow the deſolations 
of Egypt, of Phenicia, Arabia, and other Countries. 


in (0 ſtrange a manner, that ſome have called-it 
the Age of the deſtruftion of (ities. But doth' the 
King of Babylon think to eſcape himlelf ? No, ſaith 


the Prophet, the King of Shesbach ſhall drink after 
5- them, his turn would come at laſt, when he had 
accompliſhed the deſign God ſent him upon in 


the puniſhment of others. Thus for a time, a 
Nation may ſeem to flouriſh exceedingly, and be 


. victorious over others while they are as Scoxrges mn 


Gods hand for the puniſhment of others, and when 


that work is over may ſuffer moſt ſeverely for 
their own fins. | 
4. It is to be underſtood of Perſons under equal 
circumſtances, when we compare the condition of 
People with each other : not the Nobles of: one 


Nation with the Peaſants of another , nor the 
Princes with the People; but every rank and or- 


dex 
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derof men with thoſe of the ſame rank and con- 
dition. | 

And upon theſe terms, weneed no other proof 
of the truth of this aſſertion, than the inſtance in: 


_ the Text of the People of 1ſrael ; which will beſt 


appear by comparing the ſtate of both Kingdoms 
after 'the Body of the People was broken into. the 
Kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah. The Kingdom of Iſras 


by Teroboams Policy, and for Reaſon of State, fell 


off from the Worſhip of the true God, and wotſhip-- 
ped the Calves of Dan and Bethel. But did they: 
proſper or ſucceed more than the Kingdom of Ju-" 
dab? Therten Tribes had a much-larget territory, 
yet the Kingdom of Judah was ſtronger and flonriſh- 
ed more, and continued longer, by 135 years, 


than the Kingdom of Iſrael did; and when'they \ 


were carried into Captivity, the tent Tribes were | 
loſt as totheir name and intereſt among the Peos 
ple of Afſyria ;. but the two Tribes were reſtored af- 

ter 70 years Captivity under the Princes of the Line- 
of David. If we comparethe Kings of- 1/raet and” 


Judah together ; The Poſterity of David was keptup + 
among the Kings of Judah , but there were nine Fa-- 


» 


milies inthe Kingdom of Iſrael; arid but one of them = 
laſtedco:the fourth Generation, and that-was/ of \ 


Jehu, who did ſomething towards the Reformation 

of Religion. Of the eighteen Kings of Iſrael, but 

eight eſcaped dying by the Sword: and-it is-cafte”* 

to judge how miſerable the ſtate of that Peopleimult* 
F 2 


be, 


| 
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be, utider ſo many violent changes. of Govcrn- 
ment. Among the Kmgs of Judah thole who 
were frmeſtto the true Religion proſpered moſt, 
and the Nation under them enjoyed the greateſt 

eace, or received the greateſt deliverances, as in 
the dayes of Aſa, Jehoſhapbat and Hezekiab.' If we 


compare thetimes of the ſame Kimgs together, we 


{ſhall find that while they adhered. firmly to God 
| and Religion the Nation proſpered exceedingly , as 


for along time under the Revgns of Solomon and 4ſa; 
but when in their old Age they began to warp in 


their Religion and to decline in their Piety,nothing. 
bur trouble and confuſion followed. - So true did: 


they find the ſaying of Hanani to Aſa, The eyes of 


the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
 ſhew himſelf ſtrong. in the behalf of them whoſe heart is 
perfeft towards him. Burt becauſe he ſaid, be had 


done fooliſhly innot relying on the Lord, but on the King 


of Syria, therefore, ſaith he, from herceforth thou ſhalt. 


have wars. And from that-time his Government 
was unea(ſie both ro himſelf and:his People; when: 


he had impriſoned the Prophet for reproving 


him. 


III. That there are fome circumſtances. in the 


ſus of a Nation, which do very much portend and. 


haſten its Ruine. As, | 
1: When they are committed after more than 
ordinary mercies received , ſuch as in reaſon ought 


keep men moſt. from the commiſlion. of them, - 
| as 


X —- 


-_ 


”— ** 
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as greater knowledge ot the Will-of "God: than 
other Perple enjoy ; more frequent watnings of 
their danger than others have had ; many and 
great deliverances which God-hath vouchtafed ; 


| when none of thele chings,; nor:all of them--roge- 


ther do move a People to repent, they'fhew an 
obſtinate and incorrigible cemper, and therefore 
God. may ſooner proceed to puniſh them. Cod 
did not forbear to puniſh other Nations for ;their 
cranſgrefſions, but he began-witt-his. own People. 
For lo I begin to bring evil on the ( ity which is called by 
my name, and ſhould ye be utterly wipunifſhed * The 


deſtroying Angels in Ezekiel, were to. begin ut the Sanflu- 
ary ; - Judgement , faith © St..Peter., muſt begin” at the 


Houſe of God. He draws the line of his Juſtice pa- 


rallel to that 'of his Mercy.; and when every 


Mercy is o ro the account,” and heightens the 
outh, the 


and Gaza, and Tre, and Edom,.and. Ammon, afid Mo- 
ab, that none of them ſhall eſcape being. puniſhed 
for their tranſgreſſions; they need nor doubt, the 
Rod would come time enough upon them ; but 
yet. Gqd would begin with . his own Children : 


umm will ſoon riſe fo-high to call for 
execution. The Prophet Amos tells Damaſcus, 


qu only: have 1 known of all the Famikies of the earth , Amos: 


therefore 1 will puniſh you for all. your iniquities. Where 


Grod hath grven, wonderful marks of his kind- 


ntſs; and many deliverances time after time , 


and yyet-they cantinue to dv wickedly, there is the 


. greater 
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— -/ greater reaſon to' expect ſharper and ſeverer pus 
niſhments. £ Be ; 
2. When they are committed with more than 
ordinary contempt of Crod and Religion. All 
Ages are bad cnough;. and every Age is apt to 
complain of it ſelf, as the worſt of any ; becauſe 
it knows more ill of it ſelf, than of the foregoing. 
Bur yer there isa difference in the manner of ffn- 
ning: ſometimes the ſtream of wickedneſs hides 
its head, and runs under ground, and makes little. 
noiſe, although it holds on the ſame courſe; at 
other times it ſeems to break forth like a mighty 
torrent as though it:would bear down all before ir, 
as though thefountains of the great Decp were bro- 
kenup,. and Hell were ler looſe, and the Priſoners 
there had ſhaken off their chains and come up up-: 
on the carth ; When Atheiſm, ro na 1 and 
all manner of Wickedneſs grow :1mpudent . and 
| bare-faced; when mendo not only negle& Religi- 
/ | on, but reproach and contemn it. Shall I not viſit 
1 5? for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, ſhall not my. ſoul be. 
avenged on ſuch a Nation 4s this? God did forbear 
his People of Judah beyond what they could have 
expected, waiting .for their amendment; bur 
when they added impudence-to their obſtinacy, 
when they made ſport with the Prophets, and curn- | 
ed their threatnings inta ſongs of mirth anddrol-. 
'{, lery, thenthe peremptory decree came forth, and - | 
is, there wasno hopes to eſcape. . But they mocked the 
11S | meſſengers 
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"Meſſen ers of God and deſpiſed his Words , and miſuſed 
bis Probbers, wntill the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his 

People, till there was no remedy. There ſtill ſeemed to 

be lome hopes left till they came to this temper. 


| But when they burleſqued the Prophet Jeremiahs 


words , and turned the expreſſions he uſed into ri. 
dicule, crying in contempt, The burden of the Lord , 
which is called perverting the words of the living God : 
when they turned Ezekiels words into pleaſant ſongs, 
and made ſport with Gods Judgements, no wonder 
he wasſo highly provoked. For there canbe no 
worſe ſymptom to a people, than to laugh art the 
only means to curethem; and if this once grow 
common, it muſtneeds make their condition de- 
 ſperate. For then it comes to Gods turn tomock 
and laugh too; Becauſe I have called and: ye: have re: 
fuſed, 1 have ſtretched out my hand and no man' regards 
ed, but ye have ſet at nought. all my - Counſel, and "would 
have none of my reproof , 1 alſo will laughat your.calami» 
ty, and meckwhen your fear cometh. Woe unto that 
_ whom the Almighty takes pleaſure in pu- 
ns: 15. 

3- When there is an univerſal degeneracy. of all 
ranks and conditions of men. :1 do not mean ſuch 
as is common to humane. nature., but from the 
particular vertues of their Anceſtors ,” or a 
-common prattice of thoſe vices which do 
moſt frequently draw down the judgements of 
God, and make him to have a controverſie with a 


Land. 
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Land. By ſwears, and tying, and killing, and flealig, 
and committing Adultery, they br. ak out, and blo:d roucheth 
blo:d, therefore ſhall the Land mow1n. It was a ſtrange 
degree of corruption the People of 7errſalem were 
fallen to before God led' them into Captivity 
when the Prophet Jeremiah- uſed. thoſe expreſſions 
to them, Run ye to and fi3 in the ſtreets of Jeruſaler', 
and ſee new and know, - and ſeck m the boad places 


_ there,f., if 3e car. find a man, if there be any that (Xecus 


teth judoement, that ſeeketh the truth, and Twill pardon it. 
Could there ever be a fairer or kinder «ffter than 


. this ? Burt as 1/aiah expreſfleth. ic, the whole head was 


fick, and the heart faint; from the: fole of. the foot even 
mntothe head th:re 4s no. ſoundneſs in. it, but wonnds, and 
bruiſes, and putrifying ſores. It ſeems a very ftrange 
paſſage.in the Law of Leprofie, that if the Leproſie 


covered all the fleſh , the perſon was to.-be pronounced clean ; 
but if any raw fleſh appeared, he was undlcan. which it is 


very hard to underſtand, unleſs ic were that the 
ower of infe&tion was then gone. - Such a ſtate 


the People of Jeruſalem ſeemed to chave been in, 


there was no room for infection left , the plague 


'of Leprofie had ſo.over-run them; that there was 


no ſound part left inthe whole body. 

Thus I have. conſidered. the - influence which 
doing wickedly hath upon the rue of a Nation, itre- 
mains now that [ make Application of this to our 


-own caſe, MS -; 
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We have. beery a People that have received 


wonderful Mercies and-raany fignal Deliverances \, 


from Gods hand. He hath placed us in a rich and 
fruitful Land; and hath furniſhed us with fo 
great. plenty ,- that even tharc hath been rhoughr 
our burden, hath bleſſed us with ſuch an increaſe 
of Trade, that our Merchants far exceed thoſe of 
Tyre both in Riches and Number. Our Ships of 
Trade are like a Valley of Cedars when they lie ar 
home ; . and when they are abroad, they'compatls 
the earth, and make the richesof the Eaſt and Weſt- 


Indies to meer in our Streets. And ſince hke the* 


Prince of. Tyre, our feat'is in the midſt of the Seas, God 
hath thereby ſecured us. from ſuch} ſudden in- 
roads and invaſions of foreign Enemies as many 
of our Neighbour Countries dogroan under atthis 


day-: where'the miſertes of War are felt before ' 


they are {cet; and thoſe who thought themſelves ar 
eaſe andquiet, may be ſurpriſed in their Beds, and 
before they are aware of it may themſelves,and Fa- 
wmilies, and Goods, and Houſes and Country be all 
burnt and conſumed together. Burt God hath com - 
palled us about with a deep Sea/and'a large Chan- 
nel, .andgiven us ſuch a powerful Navy as may be 
bork a Defence homeand a Terror abroad: 

© .. AS to-our Civil Conſtitution, it we confiderthe 
admirable Temper of our Government, the, Tit- 


ſiceand Wiſdom of our Laws, and the greatneſs 


of our Liberties, we have noreaſon- to: envy. rhe 
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condition of any people upon earth. And after 
all our inteſtine broils and confuſiens which our 
ſins had brought upon us, God was pleaſed in a 
moſt ſurpriſing manner, without War or blood- 
ſhed, ro our great ſatisfa&tion and the amazement 
of the world, to reſtore our. Soveraign to his 
Throne, our Church and People to their juſt 
Rights and Liberties. And while our Neighbour 
Nations have lamentably: ſuffered under all. the 
diſmal effe&ts of a laſting War, he hath enlarged 
our T rade, continued our Peace, and thereby in- 
creaſed our proſperity, after we had ſmarted un- 
der 2 mal + Fire and a raging Peſtilence. 
Thus fas all things tend ſtill ro make us a happy 
Nation, if we did know and value our own hap- 
inels. | 
n But that which above all other things ſhould 
make us ſo, hath been the great Occaſion of our 
Trouble, and is ſtill of our Fears,and that is Religi- 
on. Andyet inthis reſpect we have advantages 
- above any other Nation in the (hriſtias World, ha- 
ving a Church reformed with ſo much Wiſdom and 
| Moderation as to avoid the dangerous extreams on 
both fides. But even this hath enraged our Adver- 
ſaries of the Roman (Church, and made theni the 
more reſtleſs to deſtroy it ; and to-ſtick at no 
means which they thought might tend to its ruine. 
0 Bleſſed vel ws! that ever thy Holy Name ſhould 
be aſlumed by Traytors and Murderers ; or that the 
_ promoting 
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promoting thy true Religion ſhould be made the 
co:our for the moſt wicked practiſes! 

Not that the pure and peaceableReligion of Jeſus 
Chriſt doth ſowre and imbitrer the Spirits of Men 
towards each other, or diſpoſe them to malice, 
hatred, revenge and cruelty ( ſome of the worſt 
paſſions of humane nature ) or to the accompliſh- 
ing their own endsby ſecret conſpiraciesand _ 
violence, by treachery and falſhood, by Murthers 
and Aſſafinations, either on the Miniſters of Juſtice, 
or on the moſt merciful and beſt natured of Kings. 
But Be aſtonehed 0. ye Heavens, anditremble O Earth, 
that hatt brought forth ſuch a . Generation of 
Vipers who are continually making their. way 
through the Bowels of their Mother, and as we 
have reaſonto believe have deſigned to deſtroy the 
Father of their Country. If theſe be the . kind 
embraces of one that pretends to be the Mother- 
Church, if this be the paternal affection of the Hos 
ly Father at Rome, if this indeed be zeal forthe Cathos 
lick Cauſe, if this be the way to recoxcile us totheir 
Communion, have we not great reaſon to be fond 
of returning into the Boſom of ſuch a Church 
which may ſtrangle us as {a0n-/a$ it gets:us within 
her Arms ? But there are ſome whoſe concern- 
ment it is, to make men believe there was no ſuch 
dangerous plot intended ; I meddle not with that 
evidence which lies before you, but there is one 
notorious circumftance obvious'to Aliperſons, 
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A Jaſt-Sermon peathed- Nov: 3. 
and ſuflicient to” convince any, which is the hor- 
rid Marther actually committed on. one of his. | 
Majeſtres Jugs of Peace, in cold blood, with great 
contrivance and deliberation. - Domen imbrue 
their hands in blood for nothing ? Why no. other 
Perion , why at ſucha time, why in ſuch a man- 
ner? There wasa Reaſon for all. this; he had ta- 
ken the examinations; he knew too much to be ſuf- 
fered to live, and they hoped. by his death to ſti- 
fle his evidence, and to. affrighten others from 
ſcarching too far ,. and they managed that matter 
{o, as though they had. a mind'to- convince the 
World, they. had nootherendin taking away his 
life, bur to- prevent a further Diſcovery. ' And. 
they whom his Death doth not convince, neither 
would they be convinced, :though be ſhould riſe again 
from the Dead. TED 175. | 


God forbid that we ſhould charge ſuch barba- 
xous cruelries, ſuch wicked conſpiracies, ſuch hor- 
rid deſigns on all wholive in the Communion of that 
Church , but we muſt diſtinguiſh berweenthe ſedu- 
ced party who are not thought fit to be truſted 
with luch things, for fear their Conſciences check 
atthem; and their good nature difclole them , and 
the buſie Ative Fattion, who are always reſtleſs and 
dehigning, and att by ſuch Maxims of Morality as the 
more:lober and-modeft Heathens would abhor. 
What harh this Party. of men been'doing among 


+ us this faſt hundred ot years and more, bur plorting 
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conſpiracies, inflaming our differences, betraying 
our liberties, heighning our diſcontencs, and in 
ſhort,undermining theFoundarior s both of our C0- 
v.rnment and Religion ? And ſhall iuch men alwaycs 
triumph that they are too hard for our Laws ? and 
that like the Canaanites and Jebuſites ro the Children 
of Iſrael, they will ſtill be as ſcourges in :r ſidgs;” and 
thorns in our eyes? If thele things mult be, 1 hope 
God deſigns it not to deſtroy us at laſt by them, 
but 1 am ſure it doth prove and try us, whether we 
will hearken to the © ommandmcnts of the Lord, or ro the 
yain Traditions of Men. Y 

God knows, I ſpeak not wheſe things out of any 
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malice or ill will tothe Perſons of any, for, that I 


may ule St. Paul's words,” My hearts deſire and prayer 
to God for them all is, that thay. might” be Javed. And 
although I cannot bear them witneſs,yert my hopes are: 
ſome even of theſe may think they have a zeal for 
God in allthis , but we are ſure it i not according to 


knowledge. Such.a blind zeal asthe Jews had, who. | 


when they killed the Apoſtles, thought they did God good 
ſervice. Bur it is fo furious, lo-inhumane, fo un- 


chriſtian a zeal, that it is charity to them as well as 


neceſſary care of our own fafety, to: keep them 


from a capaciry of doing themlelves and others. 


mi (chief. 


But before I conclude, rhe Text ſuggeſts. ro us. 
three things, very pertinent tothe d#'y of this Day ;. 


which 1 ſhall briefly recommend'ro: your ge.nide- 
FatiOn. | 1. Mat- 


bl 
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1. Matter of humiliation for our fins, as they 
have an influence upon the Nations ſuffering. 
2. Matter of Advice, Only fear the Lord, and ſerve 
him mtruth, and with all your heart. 
- 3. Matter of encouragement, For, conſider, what great 
things be hath done for you. | 
t. Matter of Humiliation for our ſins. Which 
have been many and great, and aggravated by all 
the Mercies and Deliverances which God hath vouch- 
ſafed tous; and therefore he may be juſtly pro- 
voked to puniſh us proportionably to the mea- 
{ures of ouringratitude and diſobedience. Letus 
lay our hands upon our hearts this day, and ſe- 
riou{ly conſider what requital we baye made tothe Lord - 
or all the benefits be hath beſtowed upon u5? For the 
Light of his Truth, the Purity of his Worſhip , 
the Power of his Grace, the frequency of his Sa- 
craments, the influences of his Spirit, and the con- 
tinuance hitherto of our eſtabliſhed Religion, in 
ſpite of all oppoſition whatſoever. But have we + 
not been guilty of roo much lighting that Truth, 
neglecting that Worſhip, reſiſting that Grace, con- 
remning thoſe\Sacraments, quenching that 'Spi- 
-rit; and of too great coldneſs and indiffterency 
about matters of Religion ? I do not fear that 
ever the Church of Rome ſhould prevail among us 
by ſtrength of Reaſon , or force of Argument, 
with all its ſpecious colours and pretences, unleſs 
it be among thoſe who underſtand neither one, 
| nor 
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northe other Religion, bur if men be looſe in 
. their principles, and unconcerned about Religion 
in genera], there will not be courage and con- 
ſancy enough to keepit out. I do much more 
fear Popery coming in at the back-door of Atheiſm 
and Prophaneneſs, than under all its falſe and de- 
ceitful pretences of Univerſality and Infallibility- And 
this thole have been aware of, who have been fo 
induſtriouſly ſowing among us the ſeeds of Irreli- 
gion; knowing, that if men be unconcerned as to 
all Religion, they will never have the courage to 
oppole any; but will be ſure to cloſe with the 
prevailing fide. Next to this, | know no greater 
advantage that they take againſt us, than from the 
unnatural heats and unchriſtian diviſions which 
have been among us. If men were wiſe they 
would conſider , at leaft in this our day , the things 
which do belong to our Peace. How can men anſwer 
| itat the great day, if in ſuch acritical time as this 
is, they ſtand upon little niceties and puncti- 
| lios of Honour rather than Conſcience, or upon 
keep up the interefts of their ſeveral Parties, and 
do not thoſe things which themſelves think they 
lawfully may do towards an Union with us ? I pray 
God, the continuance of theſe breaches may not 
look like an argument of Divine Infatuation upon 
us. But what can we ſay to that looſeneſs an1 
debauchery of manners, to riot and .lux- 
ury, to that wantonneſs and prophaneneſs, tothat 
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faſhioa of cuſtomary [weaging, and Atheiſtnk Þ}. 
Drolle-y, wirich have been fo much and fo juſtly 
complained of among us? I hope there are many 
thoulands ar this day, in Frgland, whoſe ſouls ab' or 
x WV the abominat:ons that are committed, and who mourn 11 
ſecret for them, and therefore our caſe may not belo |} 
deſperate as that of Jeruſalemwas. May we all this f 
day lo heartily repent of all theſe follies and im- 
pictics, that the Cauſe of our Fears which our 
fins give us being removed, we may hearken 
(2. ) Tothe matter of Advice here given, Only to 
fear the Lord and to ſerve bim in Truth, and with all our 
heart. | | 
As thouglt#Samuel had ſaid, Yoor hearts ſtand : þ 
trembling ſtill at the fear ofGods judgements, when | 
' he doth bur lift up his voce in the Thunder, ard ſhew 
his Power inthe Rain, Twill tell you, how your 
hearts may be at eaſe and quiet from the fear of evil: 
Be faithful ro God, maintain and practiſe the true + 


\ Religion, ſincerely ,diligently, conſtamily, univer- 
ſally, and never doubt his proteQtion of. you, let 
your enemies be never ſo many, or your dan- 
gers never ſo great. Nothing expoſes men more 
rothe Wrath and Vengeance of God, nor provokes 
him more to leave a People to their ewn- coun- 
ſels, than falſe-heartednefs in Religion -and Hy- 
pocriſie do. For the Hypocrite thinks ro put a 
rick upon God Almighty ; and while he ſeems to 
carry ir fair'towards him, he is le Wage = 
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for his own ſecurity -anorher way : ' And God is 
| then concerned in honour to let the world ſee he 
-will 106 be mocked ;, for he knows how to take the 
crafty in their own devices , and very often brings to 
nought the moſt policick fetches of ſelf-delign? 
ing men. For when men ſeek themſelves and nor 
'the honour of God or Religion,but are ready to 
| betray what ought to be dearer than their lives, 
for ſome mean and private intereſts of their own, 
they are oft-times {o far from compaſling their. 
ends, that they become the Scorn and Reproach 
'of men. Butif men preſerve their integrity, and 
hold faſt to the thing thit 'is right, they preſerve 
& their honour, even among their enemies, and ci- 
| ther cſcape troubles, or have the comfort. of 4 
» | _.good Conſcience under them, and however things - 
happen tothem: for a while, they are ſure to bave 
MOL: :..-: =. AP 
3- Eaftly, Hereis matter of acouragement, _ For 
Cconfider what great things he hath done for you. When 
+ Jacob was ſent into Egypt, and. your Fathers cryed 'unto y, g, 
the Loyd , then the Lord ſent Moſes and Aaron which 
brought our Fathers out of Feypt, and made them dwell in 
this place. When their {fns had brought them in- | 
10 great diſtreſles afterwards, and they cryed untothe 
Lord and confeſſed their, ſins , then the Lord raiſed up _ 
Ferubbaal and: Bedan , and Jephthah , and Samuel, and - \, 
delivered ya -out of the hand of your enemies on ea 
| 2 | ; S. | fi {OM 
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EW, fide, andjoudwelled ſafe. Now conſider, the ſame 
God who did thoſe things, can do as great for you 
ſill; forthis Power, and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs 
arethe ſame, and therefore you havethe greareſt 

af to put your truſt in him ar all rimes } 

nce be never forſakes them that ſeek him. | 
Bleſſed be God thar we have this day a farther ar- 

+ gument for us to fear and ſerve him in truth, and with all T 
our heart , by confidering what great things be hath done for 
5. Many deliverances hath he wrought for us time 
after time, for which we ought ftill ro be thank- 
ful, ſince we yet enjoy the benefit of them. Bur 
the memory of former deliverances was almoſt 
worn out with many, and ſome began to queſtion : 
whether ſuch holy and innocent men as the Fa- Y 
thers of the Society could be guilty of ſuch horrid | 
conſpiracies; ſome were ſo perſwaded of their Loy- 
alty, that the Vipers ſeemed to have changed their 
natures and to have loſt their teeth,and to be a very 
ſoft and innocent kind of Creatures. Inſomuch, . 
that they were hardly brought to believe there a 
could be a plot among them, eſpecially of_ſo 
horrid a nature as this appears more and more tg 

| have been, when ſuch a viperous brood vere ſuf- 
ferednot only tolye quiet in the Shade,bur to ſport 
themſelves inthe Sun, and toenjoy the freedom of 
their ownretreats. But God doth bring to light 
the hidden things of darkneſs by ſuch has" as 
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deavours for the Publick Good. Go on then, _ 
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fhew his Providence, more than our prudence ang-:. 
foreſight, that while: we have the comfort., he. - 
alone may have the glory of our deliverance... 


But yet methinks we ſtand as it.were upon. thi. 


brink of a mighty Precipice,: which is [o. full. 


horror, that we tremble to look down from'ic; 


we are at preſent held up by a ſtrong hand, but as 
by one ſingle thread, and can we then*think our - 
ſelves ſecure from ſo great a danger ? 

Bleſſed be God for that Unanimity, that Zeal, 


that Courage, that Conftancy You have hitherto 


ſhewed in the maintenance ot our ( burch and Res 
ligion ; bur there is fo muctr yet to be done for-a * 
Firm Eſtabliſhment of it to all Generations ( which 
now by his Majeſties Gracious | 
Your hands ) ascalls for all o 
particular Care, leſt if this oppot 
You never have {uch another. 


w* > Fhis feems to be an- Homony reſerved fo this 


Parliament, as the Crown ahd' Glory of all ydur en- 


to raiſe up this Monument to your Eternal Fame. 
This will not oily make you beloved and eſteem- 
ed by the preſent Age, but this will endear your 
Memories to Poſterity, and miake Ayes to come "if up 
and call this a Happy Seſfion, nog 
But leſt our {ins ſhould yet hinder us from fo 
great a Bleſiing, We have great reaſon to humble 
bi: : WE 6 2 4 | our 
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gm all violent xrtempts, our -Churek 
zion from all the defi 1gns of its enemies; ini 
ver us all from: Unreof onable and'Wicked Men. 
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